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Conder, T. & Rhodes, D. (2017). Organizing Church :  

Grassroots Practices for Embodying Change in Your  

Congregation, Your Community, and Our World. St Louis, MO.: 

Chalice Press.  

The 21st century is the age of community organizing, from  

rallies in the streets to online movements for change. What if 

congregations embraced community organizing? Organizing 

Church offers a unique perspective that blends proven  

principles of community organizing and research on socially 

active congregations into a formula that will revitalize and empower churches 

as change-agents. Seasoned pastors and community activists Tim Conder and 

Dan Rhodes will help pastors and other church leaders build healthier  

congregations, create a deep culture of discipleship in their community, and 

respond to the challenges presented by the global culture of the 21st century. 

Organizing Church is the essential field guide for joining the social justice 

movement today. BX1746 COL (Ebook). 

 

Myers, B. (2017). Engaging Globalization : the Poor, Christian 

Mission, and Our Hyperconnected World. Grand Rapids, MI.: 

Baker Academic. 

Globalization is speeding up our world, extending our  

relationships globally and bringing us closer together in  

positive and not-so-positive ways. The church and many  

Christians, however, remain largely unaware of its seductive 

power, resulting in a failure of vision for mission in today's 

world. This up-to-date resource by a veteran leader in global 

development work with World Vision orients readers to the history of  

globalization and to a Christian theological perspective on it, explores  

concrete realities by focusing on global poverty, and helps readers reimagine 

Christian mission in ways that announce the truly good news of Christ and 

God's kingdom. Diagrams and sidebars that incorporate the voices of global 

partners are included. This is the second book in a new series that reframes  

missiological themes and studies for students using/featuring the common 

theme of mission as partnership with Christians.  

BR115.G59 MYE (Auckland & Christchurch)  



Greenfield, C., (2016). Subversive Jesus : an Adventure in  

Justice, Mercy, and Faithfulness in a Broken World. Grand  

Rapids, MI.: Zondervan.  

Subversive Jesus is the story of one family's experiment in 

putting the most counter-cultural teachings of Christ into 

practice. When Jesus says invite the poor for a meal, Craig 

and his family welcome homeless friends, local crack addicts, 

and women from the street corner over for dinner. When  

Jesus proclaims freedom for the captive, they organize Pirates 

of Justice flash mobs to protest cruise ship exploitation. When Jesus teaches 

love for enemies, they make homemade cookies and lemonade for the local 

drug dealers, and none of them show up! This adventure takes Craig's family 

from the slums of Cambodia to inner city Canada and back again.  

You might think that Jesus' most subversive teachings should be systematically 

laid out in a theological textbook. With plenty of dull footnotes. But Jesus 

knows well that we are people of story and grit. We need to see theological 

ideas in messy human form so they can spark something real in our  

imagination. We need to see other people screw up so we can laugh or weep 

and then imagine that we might dare to risk failure too. 

Allow their journey to inspire your own. Allow Jesus to subvert what you think 

you already know. And you'll find that this book becomes an invitation to say 

yes to this subversive Jesus and do something courageous with your life - for 

the sake of justice, mercy, and faithfulness in a broken world.  

BV4501.3 GRE (Christchurch)  

Marion L. S. Carson., (2016). Human trafficking, the Bible,  

and the Church: an Interdisciplinary Study. Eugene, OR.:  

Cascade Books. 

Human trafficking causes untold suffering to millions  

throughout the world. From a Christian perspective it should 

go without saying that we ought to work towards the  

eradication of this evil. The Bible, however, which all Chris-

tian traditions recognize as normative for faith and practice,  

reflects an era in which slavery was regarded as the norm. 

This raises a question: can it have anything to say to the church about human  

trafficking, or should it be discarded as irrelevant and anachronistic? Drawing 

on history and literature to help us bridge the hermeneutical gap between the 

texts and our own age, this study presents an examination of key biblical  

material on slavery and prostitution. It suggests that the Bible does have much 

to say that can inform Christian responses to modern-day slavery in all its 

forms, including the sex industry into which so many victims of trafficking are 

sold. BT708 CAR (Ebook)  



Smith, G.S., Smith, J.M., (2017). Suffer the Children : how we 

can improve the lives of the world's impoverished children. 

Eugene, OR.: Cascade Books. 

We all say that we care about children. We all know that  

millions of children around the world, including in the United 

States, are suffering physically, materially, and emotionally 

and are unable to reach their full potential. Moreover, their 

material deprivation and physical ills often prevent them 

from responding to the gospel. Most of us conclude that we 

cannot do anything significant to help the impoverished  

children living in our own backyards let alone those living in the slums of  

Nairobi or the hinterlands of Haiti. We can, however, do much to improve 

their lives materially and spiritually. Through praying, giving generously, 

sponsoring children, volunteering with aid organizations, living more simply, 

investing and shopping more prudently, and advocating more zealously in the 

political arena, we can make a difference. We can prod politicians, business 

executives, and church leaders to prioritize aiding destitute children. We can 

support one of the hundreds of organizations that are working effectively to 

help indigent children have better lives. Suffer the Children describes the 

plight of poor children and provides many practical ways we can participate 

in one of the most important crusades to improve our world. The authors 

have assigned all their royalties to organizations working to aid children. 

BV639.C4 SMI (Auckland). 

 

Unterman, J., (2016)., Justice For All : How the Jewish Bible 

Revolutionized Ethics. Philadelphia, PA.: Jewish Publication 

Society. 

Justice for All demonstrates that the Jewish Bible, by  

radically changing the course of ethical thought, came to  

exercise enormous influence on Jewish thought and law 

and also laid the basis for Christian ethics and the broader 

development of modern Western civilization. Jeremiah  

Unterman shows us persuasively that the ethics of the Jewish 

Bible represent a significant moral advance over Ancient Near East cultures. 

Moreover, he elucidates how the Bible’s unique conception of ethical  

monotheism, innovative understanding of covenantal law, and revolutionary 

messages from the prophets form the foundation of many Western civilization 

ideals. Justice for All connects these timeless biblical texts to the persistent 

themes of our times: immigration policy, forgiveness and reconciliation, care 

for the less privileged, and attaining hope for the future despite destruction 

and exile in this world. BS2545.L42 HUF (Auckland) 
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Riddell, R.C., (2008). Does foreign aid really work? Oxford, 

U.K.: Oxford University Press. 

Foreign aid is now a $100bn business and is expanding more 

rapidly today than it has for a generation. But does it work? 

Indeed, is it needed at all? Other attempts to answer these 

important questions have been dominated by a focus on the 

impact of official aid provided by governments. But today 

possibly as much as 30 percent of aid is provided by  

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and over 10 percent 

is provided as emergency assistance. In this first-ever attempt to provide an 

overall assessment of aid, Roger Riddell presents a rigorous but highly  

readable account of aid, warts and all. Does Foreign Aid Really Work? sets out 

the evidence and exposes the instances where aid has failed and explains 

why. The book also examines the way that politics distorts aid, and  

disentangles the moral and ethical assumptions that lie behind the belief that 

aid does good. The book concludes by detailing the practical ways that aid 

needs to change if it is to be the effective force for good that its providers 

claim it is. HC60 RID (Auckland). 

 

Bibby, T., Lupton, R., Raffo, C., (2017). Responding to  

Poverty and Disadvantage in Schools : a Reader for  

Teachers. London, U.K. Palgrave MacMillan. 

This book explores a range of challenges teachers face in 

dealing with situations of disadvantage, and explores  

different ways of thinking about these situations. Starting 

with a variety of incidents written by teachers in schools in 

disadvantaged settings, the book provides a range of ways of 

thinking about these - some more psychological, others more 

sociological - and chapters develop conversations between teachers and  

academics. These 'conversations' will help teachers reflect more deeply on 

the contexts in which they work, on what disadvantage means, and how  

disadvantage manifests in practice. It will also help teachers reflect upon the 

nature of their work; what it means to be a good and effective teacher; and 

the particular skills, approaches, relationships and competencies that may 

need to be developed in differing settings of educational disadvantage. The 

book explores the tensions between different ways of thinking about  

education and disadvantage; it will make compelling reading for students and 

teachers of education, education policy makers, and practising  

schoolteachers. LC4065 BIB (Auckland). 



Reyes, P.B. (2016). Nobody cries when we die : God,  

community, and surviving to adulthood. St Louis, MO.:  

Chalice Press. 

When the screams of innocents dying engulf you, how do you 

hear God's voice? Will God and God's people call you to life 

when your breath is being strangled out of you? For people of 

colour living each day surrounded by violence, for whom  

survival is not a given, vocational discernment is more than 

"finding your purpose" - it's a matter of life and death. Patrick 

Reyes shares his story of how the community around him - his grandmother, 

robed clergy, educators, friends, and neighbours - saved him from gang life, 

abuse, and the economic and racial oppression that threatened to kill him  

before he ever reached adulthood. A story balancing the tension between 

pain and healing, Nobody Cries When We Die takes you to the places that 

make American society flinch, redefines what you are called to do with your 

life, and gives you strength to save lives and lead in your own community.  

BL629 REY (Auckland). 

 

 

Paris, D., Samy Alim, H. (eds.). (2017). Culturally Sustaining  

Pedagogies: Teaching and Learning for Justice in a Changing 

World. New York, N.Y.: Teachers College Press. 

Culturally Sustaining Pedagogies raises fundamental questions 

about the purpose of schooling in changing societies. Bringing 

together an intergenerational group of prominent educators 

and researchers, this volume engages and extends the  

concept of culturally sustaining pedagogy (CSP)--teaching that 

perpetuates and fosters linguistic, literate, and cultural  

pluralism as part of schooling for positive social transformation. The authors 

propose that schooling should be a site for sustaining the cultural practices of 

communities of colour, rather than eradicating them. Chapters present  

theoretically grounded examples of how educators and scholars can support 

Black, Indigenous, Latinx, Asian/Pacific Islander, South African, and immigrant 

students as part of a collective movement towards educational justice in a 

changing world. LC1099.3 CUL (Auckland). 

Henderson Group Study Rooms 

We have 3 study rooms available in the Library that can be booked for 

quiet group study: 

Piha, Te Henga & Muriwai. 

Each room can accommodate up to 6 students for 1 hour at a time. 

Please ask at the Student Help Desk in the Library. 
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