
No. 37, August 2017 



Sri, E.P., (2016). Who am I to judge? : responding to relativism 

with logic and love. San Francisco, CA.: Ignatius Press. 

  

"Don't be so judgmental!" 

"Why are Christians so intolerant?" 

"Why can't we just coexist?" 

 

In an age in which preference has replaced morality, many people find it  

difficult to speak the truth, afraid of the reactions they will receive if they say 

something is right or wrong. Using engaging stories and personal experience, 

Edward Sri helps us understand the classical view of morality and equips us to 

engage relativism, appealing to both the head and the heart. Learn how  

Catholic morality is all about love, why making a judgment is not judging a  

person's soul, and why, in the words of Pope Francis, "relativism wounds  

people." BV4597.54 SRI (Christchurch). 

 

May, T., (2017). A Fragile Life : accepting our vulnerability. 

Chicago, ILL. The University of Chicago Press. 

It is perhaps our noblest cause, and certainly one of our  

oldest: to end suffering. Think of the Buddha, Chuang Tzu, or 

Marcus Aurelius: stoically composed figures impervious to the 

torments of the wider world, living their lives in complete  

serenity—and teaching us how to do the same. After all, isn’t a 

life free from suffering the ideal? Isn’t it what so many of us 

seek? Absolutely not, argues Todd May in this provocative but 

compassionate book. In a moving examination of life and the trials that beset 

it, he shows that our fragility, our ability to suffer, is actually one of the most 

important aspects of our humanity. May starts with a simple but hard truth: 

suffering is inevitable. At the most basic level, we suffer physically—a sprained 

ankle or a bad back. But we also suffer insults and indifference. We suffer 

from overburdened schedules and unforeseen circumstances, from moral  

dilemmas and emotional heartaches. Even just thinking about our own 

mortality—the fact that we only live one life—can lead us to  

tremendous suffering. No wonder philosophies such as  

Buddhism, Taosim, Stoicism, and even Epicureanism—

all of which counsel us to rise above these 

plights—have had appeal over the  

centuries. BF698.35.V85 MAY 

(Auckland).  



Wilkens, S., (ed.), (2017). Christian Ethics : Four Views. 

Downers Grove, Ill,: Intervarsity Press.  

The field of Christian ethics is the subject of frequent  

conversation as Christians seek to understand how to live 

faithfully within a pluralistic society. The range of ethical  

systems and moral philosophies available can be confusing to 

people seeking clarity about what the different theories mean 

for everyday life. Christian Ethics: Four Views presents a  

dialogue between four main approaches to ethics in the  

Christian tradition. Virtue ethics focuses less on the action itself and more on 

the virtuous character of the moral agent. A divine command approach looks 

instead at whether an action has been commanded by God, in which case it is 

morally right. Natural law ethics argues for a universal, objective morality 

grounded in nature. Finally, prophetic ethics judges what is morally right in 

light of a biblical understanding of divine justice and shalom.  

BJ1251 CHR (Auckland & Christchurch). 

 

Allen, A., & Goddard, R., (2017). Education and philosophy : 

an introduction. London, U.K.: Sage. 

Philosophy is vital to the study of education, and a sound 

knowledge of different philosophical perspectives leads to a 

deeper engagement with the choices and commitments you 

make within your educational practice. This introductory text 

provides a core understanding of key moments in the history 

of Western philosophy. By introducing key transition points in 

that history, it investigates the plight of present day  

education, a period in which the aims and purposes of education have become 

increasingly unclear, leaving education open to the rise of instrumentalism and 

the forces of capital. Accessibly written, the book carefully analyses the  

common assumptions and conflicted history of education, provoking  

questioning about its nature and purposes. The authors argue vigorously that 

thinking critically about education from a philosophical perspective will give 

practicing and trainee teachers, as well as students on undergraduate  

Education and Masters-level courses a fuller command of their own role 

and context. LB14.7 ALL (Auckland). 



Wells, S., Quash, B., & Eklund, R.A., (2017). Introducing  

Christian Ethics. Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons. 

This comprehensive textbook offers an unparalleled  

introduction to the study of Christian Ethics, mapping and  

exploring all the major ethical approaches, and offering 

thoughtful insights into the complex moral challenges facing 

people today. Introducing Christian Ethics redefines the field 

of Christian ethics along three strands: universal (ethics for 

anyone), subversive (ethics for the excluded), and ecclesial 

(ethics for the church). The book encompasses Christian ethics in its entirety, 

offering students a substantial overview by re-mapping the field and exploring 

the differences in various ethical approaches. It provides a successful balance 

between description, analysis, and critique and reveals how ecclesial ethics is 

respectful of, and indeed, often profoundly indebted to, other approaches to 

ethics. Structured so that it can be used alongside a companion volume,  

Christian Ethics: An Introductory Reader, which further illustrates and  

amplifies the diversity of material and arguments explored here.  

BJ1251 WEL (Ebook & Christchurch). 

Amis, K., (2017). Boundaries, power and ethical responsibility 

in counselling and psychotherapy. London, U.K.: Sage. 

The boundaries of the therapeutic relationship are a  

crucial part of effective therapy. Yet, understanding them, and 

the effects of power and responsibility, can be intimidating to 

trainee or newly-qualified therapists. This book will take step-

by-step through everything they need to know to work  

ethically and safeguard the well-being of both themselves 

and their clients.  It tackles: 

Contracting and the importance of negotiating and clarifying boundaries with 

clients. 

The implications and limits of maintaining confidentiality. 

Keeping clear sexual boundaries, and how to work around issues safely and  

appropriately. 

What happens when circumstances change, and every day or serious  

disruptions occur to therapy. 

The nature of the therapist’s power, and how to employ it responsibly to 

a client’s benefit. 

Packed with case studies, ethical dilemmas and points for 

reflection and discussion, this is an essential read for 

trainee practitioners and qualified therapists 

looking to ensure safe and ethical  

practice.  

BF636.67 AMI (Auckland). 



Byerly, T.R., & Silverman, E.J., (2017). Paradise Understood :  

New Philosophical Essays About Heaven Oxford, U.K.: Oxford  

University Press.  

Paradise Understood: New Philosophical Essays about Heaven 

systematically investigates heaven, or paradise, as conceived  

within theistic religious traditions such as Rabbinic Judaism,  

Christianity, and Islam. It considers a variety of topics concerning 

what life in paradise would, could, or will be like for human  

persons. The collection offers novel approaches to questions 

about heaven of perennial philosophical interest, and breaks new ground by  

expanding the range of questions about heaven that philosophers have consid-

ered. The contributors wrestle with questions about human life in paradise that 

span the spectrum of the major subfields of philosophical enquiry. By employing 

both historical and contemporary philosophical resources, the volume makes a  

pioneering contribution toward answering pressing questions about human life in 

paradise. It will serve as a platform for future research, reinvigorating  

philosophical investigation into these neglected topics within philosophy of  

religion. BT846.3 PAR (Auckland). 

 

Wheeler, S., (2017). The Minister as Moral Theologian : Ethical 

Dimensions of Pastoral Leadership. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker  

Academic. 

The practice of ministry requires pastors and Christian leaders to 

serve as moral theologians in their communities. Ministers must 

preach about morally challenging texts, teach about moral issues 

and conflicts, offer moral counsel, and serve as an example 

 regarding the shape of faithful Christian life. Grounding pastoral 

ethics in spiritual formation and spiritual disciplines, this book 

provides tools for facing the day-to-day demands and seizing the opportunities of 

being a moral teacher. An essential text for practical ministry courses.  

BV4011.5 WHE (Auckland).  
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