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Mauser, B.J., (2017). Reading to Grow : a Field Guide to the  

Bible. Eugene, OR.: Wipf & Stock. 

This book is a short introduction to the things every Christian 

should know about the Bible. It provides answers to a broad  

assortment of questions ranging from why there are different 

translations, how do experts approach Bible difficulties, what 

are the basics of interpretation, and more. The work seeks to 

be a powerful tool to equip and encourage the saints so they 

rightly handle the Word of God. Drawing from a rich tradition of 

theology and philosophy, readers will find themselves instructed and inspired 

from some of the greatest minds in the Christian tradition on various Biblical 

issues. BS475.3 MAU (Manukau). 

 

 

Tucker, R., (2017). Katie Luther, First Lady of the  

Reformation : the Unconventional Life of Katherina von Bora. 

Grand Rapids, MI.: Zondervan. 

Katharina von Bora, wife of Martin Luther, was by any measure 
the First Lady of the Reformation. A strong woman with a mind 
of her own, she would remain unknown to us were it not for 
her larger than life husband. Unlike other noted Reformation 
women, her primary vocation was not related to ministry. She 
was a farmer and a brewer with a boarding house the size of a 

Holiday Inn - and all that with a large family and nursing responsibilities. In 
many ways, Katie was a modern woman - a Lean In woman or a modern-day 
version of a Proverbs 31 woman. Katharina's voice echoes among modern 
women, wives and mothers who have carved out a career of their own. 
Decisive and assertive, she transformed Martin Luther into at least a practicing 
egalitarian. Katharina was a full partner who was a no-nonsense, confident and 
determined woman, a starke Frau who did not cower when confronted by a 
powerful man. Ruth Tucker invites readers to visit Katie Luther in her  
sixteenth-century village life - with its celebrations and heartaches, housing, 
diet, fashion, childbirth, child-rearing and gender restrictions - and to  
welcome her today into our own living rooms and workplaces.  
BR328 TUC (Auckland).  



Fryling, A., (2017). Mirror for the Soul : a Christian guide to 

the Enneagram Approach. Downers Grove, IL.: IVP Books. 

"Who in the world am I?" The Enneagram is like a mirror,  

reflecting dimensions of ourselves that are sometimes hard to 

see. In this helpful guide, spiritual director and Enneagram 

teacher Alice Fryling offers an introduction to each number of 

the Enneagram and the respective triads into which they're  

organized. More than just helping us discern our number, 

Fryling shows how knowing it can lead to transformation by revealing to us 

both our false and our true selves. She writes: "Knowledge of the Enneagram 

has led me to the grace of God. I discovered through the Enneagram that I am 

not just my gifts, I am not just my failures. . . . I am a person created by God, 

loved by God, and uniquely gifted to love others with God's merciful and  

gracious love. Through the Enneagram God has taught me that I am not exactly 

who I think I am. . . . The Enneagram itself does not make me a different  

person. But knowledge of the Enneagram does help me see who I truly am and 

offers me words to describe how I would like to be transformed by God's 

grace." With questions for reflection and personal meditations aimed at leading 

you into deeper self-awareness, Mirror for the Soul will give you new  

perspective on yourself and reveal how you can experience God’s love more 

abundantly. BF698.35.E54 FRY (Christchurch). 

 

Cahalan, K.A., (ed.), (2017). Calling all years good : Christian 

Vocation Throughout Life's Seasons. Grand Rapids, MI.:  

Eerdmans. 

A uniquely comprehensive discussion of vocation from  

infancy to old age. Do infants have a vocation? Do Alzheimer's 

patients? In popular culture, vocation is often reduced to adult 

work or church ministry. Rarely do we consider childhood or 

old age as crucial times for commencing or culminating a life of 

faith in response to God's calling. This book addresses that gap by showing how 

vocation emerges and evolves over the course of an entire lifetime. The  

authors cover six of life's distinct seasons, weaving together personal  

narrative, developmental theory, case studies, and spiritual practices. Calling 

All Years Good grounds the discussion of vocation in concrete realities and 

builds a cohesive framework for understanding calling throughout all of life. 

BV4740 CAL (Auckland). 



Bond, H., (2017). Jesus : a Very Brief History. London, U.K.: 

SPCK. 

Part One: The History (What do we know?) This brief historical 

introduction to Jesus assesses his impact on the world as it was 

at the time and outlines the key ideas and values connected 

with him. It explores the social, political and religious factors 

that formed the context of his life and teaching, and considers 

how those factors affected the way he was initially received.  

Part Two: The Legacy (Why does it matter?) This second part surveys the  

intellectual and cultural 'afterlife' of Jesus, exploring the ways in which his  

impact has lasted. Why does he continue to be so influential, and what aspects 

of his legacy are likely to endure beyond today and into the future? The book 

has a brief chronology at the front plus a glossary of key terms and a list of  

further reading at the back. BT303.2 BON (Ebook). 

 

Bird, M., (2017). The Divinity School : a Novel.  

Eugene, OR.: Wipf & Stock. 

The Divinity School follows the lives of four of faculty  

members at an interfaith studies centre at the fictitious  

Hamilton University. A widower -now Catholic priest- tries to 

reconcile with his gay daughter. A Jewish rabbi confronts  

domestic violence and is tempted to return to a life he left  

behind. A Muslim woman tries to help a former student stop 

her sister from travelling to Syria to join ISIS, and a grieving 

Episcopal priest finds himself confronted with zany situations that amuse as 

much as annoy him. The Divinity School is a story that touches on the themes 

of grief, the complexity of parental relationships, dealing with one's past,  

revenge, the seduction of Islamic extremism, and the complexity of religious 

freedom in a pluralistic world. It is a comic novel with dramatic flair that  

confronts the issues of our time. PN3365 BIR (Auckland). 



Malloy, R.G., (2017). Spiritual Direction : a Beginner's Guide. 

Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books.  

In a lively and personal style rich with stories and personal  

reflection, Fr. Richard Malloy introduces readers to the art and 

practice of Spiritual Direction in the Jesuit tradition. Responding 

to the tone and texture of millennials' questions and concerns, his 

book emphasizes spiritual direction as a relationship with God 

that leads to both personal and social transformation. Drawing on 

insights from a wide range of authors who write on prayer and the 

spiritual life, Fr. Malloy shows how the human desire for God unites with our  

aspirations for a world that reflects God's peace and justice. He discusses Ignatian 

tradition and practices, such as the examen and silent retreats, and shows how to 

integrate prayer and reflection into everyday life. Useful for courses on spirituality 

and pastoral theology, Spiritual Direction: A Beginner's Guide is enriching reading 

for those seeking spiritual growth as well as those already engaged in spiritual  

direction. BT2350.7 MAL (Christchurch). 

 

Evans, R.H., (2015). Searching for Sunday : Loving, Leaving, and 

Finding the Church. Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson Inc. 

From New York Times bestselling author Rachel Held Evans comes 

a book that is both a heartfelt ode to the past and hopeful gaze 

into the future of what it means to be a part of the Church. Like 

millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held Evans didn't want to 

go to church anymore. The hypocrisy, the politics, the  

gargantuan building budgets, the scandals--church culture seemed 

so far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her cynicism and misgivings, something 

kept drawing her back to Church. And so she set out on a journey to  

understand Church and to find her place in it. Centred around seven sacraments, 

Evans' quest takes readers through a liturgical year with stories about baptism, 

communion, confirmation, confession, marriage, vocation, and death that are fun-

ny, heartbreaking, and sharply honest. A memoir about making do and taking risks, 

about the messiness of community and the power of grace, Searching for Sunday is 

about overcoming cynicism to find hope and, somewhere in between, Church. 

BT704 EVA (Auckland).  
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