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Snodgrass, K., (2018). Stories with Intent : a Comprehensive 

Guide to the Parables of Jesus. Grand Rapids, MI.: W.B  

Eerdmans. 

Winner of the 2009 Christianity Today Award for Biblical  

Studies, Stories with Intent offers pastors and students a  

comprehensive and accessible guide to Jesus' parables. Klyne 

Snodgrass explores in vivid detail the historical context in 

which these stories were told, the part they played in Jesus' 

overall message, and the ways in which they have been  

interpreted in the church and the academy. Snodgrass begins by surveying the 

primary issues in parables interpretation and providing an overview of other 

parables—often neglected in the discussion—from the Old Testament, Jewish 

writings, and the Greco-Roman world. He then groups the more important  

parables of Jesus thematically and offers a comprehensive treatment of each, 

exploring both background and significance for today. This tenth anniversary 

edition includes a substantial new chapter that surveys developments in the 

interpretation of parables since the book's original 2008 publication. 

BT375.3 SNO (Christchurch). 

Rutledge, F., (2015). The Crucifixion : Understanding the 

Death of Jesus Christ. Grand Rapids, MI.: Eerdmans. 

Though the apostle Paul boldly proclaimed “Christ crucified” as 
the heart of the gospel, Fleming Rutledge notes that preaching 
about the cross of Christ is remarkably neglected in most 
churches today. In this book Rutledge addresses the issues and 
controversies that have caused pastors to speak of the cross 
only in the most general, bland terms, precluding a full  
understanding and embrace of the gospel by their  

congregations. Countering our contemporary tendency to bypass Jesus’  
crucifixion, Rutledge in these pages examines in depth all the various themes 
and motifs used by the New Testament evangelists and apostolic writers to  
explain the meaning of the cross of Christ. She mines the classical writings of 
the Church Fathers, the medieval scholastics, and the Reformers as well as 
more recent scholarship, while bringing them all into contemporary context. 
Widely known for her preaching, Rutledge seeks to encourage preachers, 
teachers, and anyone else interested in what Christians believe to be the  
central event of world history. BT450 RUT (Auckland & Christchurch).  



 

Are you our new Library Assistant? 
 

The Laidlaw Library is looking for an enthusiastic and self-motivated 
Library Assistant to work on Tuesday and Thursday evenings during 

semester time this year. If you can provide excellent customer  
service, are keen to work on a range of tasks and have a high  

attention to detail, pick up a Position Description from library staff 
and email your CV and a short covering letter 

to vchurch@laidlaw.ac.nz by Wednesday 4 April. 

mailto:vchurch@laidlaw.ac.nz?subject=Library%20Assistant%20Position


Bock, D.L. & Glaser, M., (2017). Messiah in the Passover : the 

Staff of the Chosen People Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI.:  

Kregel Publications. 

Messiah in the Passover is for anyone who wants to explore 
the traditions of the Passover and deepen their understanding 
of the links between Passover, the Last Supper, and Commun-
ion. This Passover reference book discusses biblical and  
theological issues, Jewish and church history, and rabbinic  

tradition. It also includes a messianic family Haggadah (Passover guidebook) as 
well as Passover recipes and lessons for children. Additional resources and  
instructional videos for celebrating Passover in the home or congregation are 
available at messiahinthepassover.com. Passover has great meaning for  
followers of Jesus and provides a wonderful opportunity to teach both adults 
and children the powerful truths of redemption. Believers will be affirmed 
knowing they worship a God who keeps His promises and remains ever faithful. 
BM625.P3 MES (Auckland & Christchurch).  
 

Barnett, P., (2017). A Short Book About Jesus : the Man from 

Heaven. Sydney, N.S.W.: Aquila Press. 

In this book, Paul Barnett assesses the historical evidence for 

the existence of Jesus; the truthfulness of the Gospel accounts; 

and the plausibility of the historical case that can be made for 

the rise of Christianity as a result of Jesus' ministry. He writes 

as a faithful theologian, taking readers through the Gospels and 

exploring their testimony to the extraordinary person of Jesus 

Christ. This book also explores the personal implications,  

comforts, and challenges of the story of Jesus as it unfolds. Contains discussion 

questions for each chapter to further develop readers' understanding about 

Jesus from the Gospels. BT198 BAR (Auckland). 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/laidlaw/detail.action?docID=4917272


Sumney, J.L., (2017). Steward of God’s Mysteries : Paul and 

Early Church Tradition. Grand Rapids, MI.: Eerdmans. 

One view that perennially springs up among biblical scholars is 

that Paul was the inventor of Christianity, or that Paul  

introduced the idea of a divine Christ to a church that earlier 

had simply followed the ethical teaching of a human Jesus. In 

this book Jerry Sumney responds to that claim by examining 

how, in reality, Paul drew on what the church already  

believed and confessed about Jesus. As he explores how Paul's theology  

relates to that of the broader early church, Sumney identifies where in the 

Christian tradition distinctive theological claims about Christ, his death, the 

nature of salvation, and eschatology first seem to appear. Without  

diminishing significant differences, Sumney describes what common traditions 

and beliefs various branches of the early church shared and compares them to 

Paul's thought. Sumney interacts directly with arguments made by those who 

claim Paul as the inventor of Christianity and approaches the questions raised 

by that claim in a fresh way. BS2651 SUM (Auckland). 

 

Cunningham, D.S., (2007). Friday, Saturday, Sunday : Literary 

Meditations on Suffering, Death and New Life. Louisville, KY.: 

Westminster John Knox. 

Theologian and writer David Cunningham draws from novels, 

poems, and plays to give a resource for humans who face  

suffering, death, and new life. He provides a religious reading 

of important literary texts, with three studies for each of the 

three themes drawn together by the weekly sequence of  

Friday-Saturday-Sunday and the events of Good Friday, Holy 

Saturday, and Easter Sunday. These reflections on universal experiences are 

enriched by Cunningham's presentations of Christian perspectives which are 

significant  

resources for dealing with grief and pain, separation and absence, and  

transformation and renewal. BT732.7 CUN (Auckland). 



McLaren, P., (2016). Recovering the scandal of the cross :  

Atonement in New Testament and Contemporary Contexts.  

London, Downers Grove, ILL.: Intervarsity Press.  

For the first-century Roman world the cross was first and  

foremost an instrument of shameful and violent execution. But 

early Christians, who had seen their world upended by the  

atoning power of the cross of Christ, came to view it in an  

entirely different light. Deeply scandalous, it was paradoxically 

glorious, for the cross of Christ marked the epochal saving event 

in God's dealings with Israel and the world. And its meaning could not be fathomed 

or encircled by a single image or formulation. Since its publication in 2000, 

Recovering the Scandal of the Cross has initiated among evangelicals a new  

conversation about the nature of the atonement and how it should be expressed in 

the varied and global contexts of today. In this second edition Green and Baker 

have clarified and enlarged their argument in a way that will continue to provoke 

thought and conversation on this critical topic. BT265.3 BAK (Ebook). 

 

Billings, J.T., (2018). Remembrance, Communion, and Hope :  

Rediscovering the Gospel at the Lord's Table. Grand Rapids, MI. : 

Eerdmans. 

Encountering "Celebrating the Lord's Supper," says award-winning 

author and theologian J. Todd Billings, "can change lives." In this 

book Billings shows how a renewed theology and practice of the 

Lord's Supper can lead Christians to rediscover the full richness 

and depth of the gospel. With an eye for helping congregations 

move beyond common reductions of the gospel, he develops a  

vibrant, biblical, and distinctly Reformed sacramental theology and explores how it 

might apply within a variety of church contexts, from Baptist to Presbyterian,  

nondenominational to Anglican. At once strikingly new and deeply  

traditional, Remembrance, Communion, and Hope will surprise and challenge  

readers, inspiring them to a new understanding of—and appreciation for—the  

embodied, Christ-disclosing drama of the Lord's Supper.  

BV825.3 BIL (Christchurch).  
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