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Schwarz, H, (2017). The Trinity : the Central Mystery of  

Christianity. Minneapolos, MN.: Fortress Press. 

In the last thirty years, books on the Trinity have abounded. 

There seems to be a fascination with this mysterious topic, 

especially among systematic theologians. The topic has been 

mined for many different interests, from liberation theology to 

feminist interpretations of the Christian heritage and from  

neo-Reformation theology to interreligious dialogue. This book 

has no intention of adding to the plethora of treatises on the 

Trinity. The main question with which it is concerned is what is really  

scripturally tenable with regard to the Trinity and what is unwarranted  

theological construction or even speculation. Through this question, Schwarz 

tries to discern whether the theological assertions made about the Trinity are 

in line with the biblical base from which they are derived, or whether they 

have veered off in a more or less questionable direction. What takes shape 

here is a story: how the doctrine of the Trinity developed over the subsequent 

centuries from the traces in Scripture to a centralized dogma at the heart of 

Christian teaching. We witness in this an evolution from proclamation to  

controversy to speculation. What are we to make of this doctrine? How do we 

articulate the biblical faith today? BT112 SCH (Henderson & Christchurch). 

 

Thiselton, A.C., (2017). Approaching the Study of theology : an 

Introduction to Key Thinkers, Concepts, Methods and Debates. 

London, U.K.: SPCK. 

This introductory guide to philosophy of religion opens with an 
engaging history of the discipline, mapping the important  
landmarks and introducing the main areas of debate. The rest 
of the book falls into three parts: Part 1 describes the major 
approaches that have been developed by scholars over the  
centuries, which are still relevant today; Part 2 explains the 

main concepts and issues, highlighting their significance in the work of major 
thinkers; Part 3 provides a helpful glossary of all the key terms that readers 
need to understand in order to find their way around the subject. 
BR118 THI (Henderson & Manukau).  



Bartholemew, C.G., (2004). Explorations in a Christian  

Theology of Pilgrimage. Farnham. U.K.: Ashgate. 

Many Christians go on pilgrimage, whether to Jerusalem, Rome, 

Santiago, or some other destination, but few think hard about 

it from the perspective of their faith. This book fills that gap, 

looking at the biblical and theological elements in pilgrimage 

and asking how we could do pilgrimage differently. Exploring 

the current resurgence of pilgrimage from a Christian  

viewpoint, this book seeks to articulate a theology of  

pilgrimage for today. Examination of pilgrimage in the Old and New Testaments 

provides a grounding for thinking through pilgrimage theologically. Literary, 

missiological and sociological perspectives are explored, and the book  

concludes by examining how such a theology could change our practice of  

pilgrimage today, raising such questions as how tourism to the Holy Land 

should reflect the situation in the region today. Pilgrims, students and all  

interested in contemporary pilgrimage will find this accessible book a valuable 

articulation of the different elements in a Christian theology of pilgrimage. 

BX2323 EXP (Henderson). 

 

Smith, J.K.A., (2017). Awaiting the King : Reforming Public 

Theology. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic. 

In this culmination of his widely read and highly acclaimed  

Cultural Liturgies project, James K. A. Smith examines politics 

through the lens of liturgy. What if, he asks, citizens are not 

only thinkers or believers but also lovers? Smith explores how 

our analysis of political institutions would look different if we 

viewed them as incubators of love-shaping practices - not 

merely governing us but forming what we love. How would our 

political engagement change if we weren't simply looking for permission to  

express our "views" in the political sphere but actually hoped to shape the 

ethos of a nation, a state, or a municipality to foster a way of life that bends 

toward shalom? This book offers a well-rounded public theology as an  

alternative to contemporary debates about politics. Smith explores the  

religious nature of politics and the political nature of Christian worship, 

sketching how the worship of the church propels us to be invested in forging 

the common good. This book creatively merges theological and philosophical 

reflection with illustrations from film, novels, and music and includes helpful 

exposition and contemporary commentary on key figures in political theology. 

BR115.P7 SMI (Henderson & Christchurch). 



Smith, J.K.A., & Gulker, M.L., (eds.)., (2018). All Things Hold 

Together in Christ : a Conversation on Faith, Science, and  

Virtue. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic. 

As Christians engage controversial cultural issues, we must  

remember that "all things hold together in Christ" (Col. 1:17) -

even when it comes to science and faith. In this anthology, top 

Christian thinkers—including Robert Barron, Timothy George, 

Stanley Hauerwas, Alasdair MacIntyre, Mark Noll, and N. T. 

Wright—invite us to find resources for faithful, creative thinking in the riches 

of the church's theological heritage and its worship traditions. 

BV600.3 ALL (Henderson & Christchurch). 

 

Sanders, F., & Swain, S.R., (eds.)., (2017). Retrieving Eternal  

Generation. Grand Rapids, MI.: Zondervan. 

Although the doctrine of eternal generation has been affirmed 

by theologians of nearly every ecclesiastical tradition since the 

fourth century, it has fallen on hard times among evangelical 

theologians since the nineteenth century. The doctrine has 

been a structural element in two larger doctrinal complexes: 

Christology and the Trinity. The neglect of the doctrine of  

eternal generation represents a great loss for constructive 

evangelical Trinitarian theology. Retrieving the doctrine of eternal generation 

for contemporary evangelical theology calls for a multifaceted approach.  

Retrieving Eternal Generation addresses (1) the hermeneutical logic and  

biblical bases of the doctrine of eternal generation; (2) key historical figures 

and moments in the development of the doctrine of eternal generation; and 

(3) the broad dogmatic significance of the doctrine of eternal generation for 

theology. The book addresses both the common modern objections to the  

doctrine of eternal generation and presents the productive import of the  

doctrine for twenty-first century evangelical theology. Contributors include  

Michael Allen, Lewis Ayres, D. A. Carson, Oliver Crisp, and more.  

BT216.3 RET (Henderson & Christchurch). 



McGrath, A.E., (2018). Theology : the Basic Readings. 

Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons.  

This highly successful and popular book is now available in a 

thoroughly expanded and updated new edition. Alister E. 

McGrath, one of the world’s leading theologians, provides  

readers with a concise and balanced introduction to Christianity 

as it has been interpreted by many of its greatest thinkers and 

commentators, from its beginning to the modern day. Theology: 

The Basic Readings, 3rd Edition comprises sixty-eight readings 

spanning twenty centuries of Christian history. To help readers engage with the 

material, each reading is accompanied by an introduction, comments, study  

questions, and a helpful glossary of terms used by its author. Theology: The Basic 

Readings, 3rd Edition is an essential guide to the topics, themes, controversies, 

and reflections on Christianity as they have been understood by many of its  

greatest commentators. BT21.3 THE (Henderson & Christchurch). 

 

Hiestand, G., & Wilson, T.A. (2018). Beauty, Order, and  

Mystery : a Christian Vision of Human Sexuality. Downers Grove, 

IL.: InterVarsity Press. 

Humans are sexual creatures. Our sexuality can be a beautiful 

and mysterious expression of what it means to be human. But it 

can also become distorted and sinful. Perhaps no issue is as  

urgent for the church today, or confronts it with as many  

questions, as human sexuality: What does it mean to fulfill God's 

will through our sexuality? To what extent should our sexuality 

define who we are? How can we navigate cultural trends around sexuality while 

being faithful to Scripture? The Center for Pastor Theologians (CPT) seeks to assist 

pastors in the study and production of biblical and theological scholarship for the 

theological renewal of the church and the ecclesial renewal of theology. Based on 

the 2016 annual CPT conference, this volume brings together the reflections of 

church leaders and academic theologians who seek to answer the urgent questions 

concerning human sexuality. contributors engage with Scripture, draw on examples 

from church history, and delve into current issues in contemporary culture,  

including embodiment, marriage, homosexuality, pornography, transgenderism, and  

gender dysphoria. Beauty, Order, and Mystery tackles difficult questions with  

discernment in order to offer a theological vision of faithful human sexuality for 

the church. BT708 BEA (Henderson & Christchurch). 



Reddish, T., (2017). Does God Always Get What God wants? : an 

Exploration of God's Activity in a Suffering World. Eugene, OR.: 

Cascade Books.  

Tim's wife, Anne, died of breast cancer at the age of forty-nine, 

having battled against the disease for more than six years. Her 

suffering had a profound influence on their lives and that of 

their church, and raised challenging questions: - If "God is in 

control," does that mean God is to blame for suffering? - Why did 

God not heal Anne? - Is Anne's death what God wanted to hap-

pen? - Does prayer make any difference? - What is God doing about evil? People's 

experience of suffering causes them to examine the kind of God they believe in, 

the nature of the universe God made, and God's activity in the world. This book  

explores all three aspects and responds constructively to the complex issues that 

the above questions pose - and provides powerful reasons for confidence in the 

firm Christian hope. BT160 RED (Henderson & Christchurch). 

 

Poythress, V.F., (2018). Theophany : a biblical theology of 

God's appearing. Wheaton, IL.: Crossway. 

Encountering Each time God appears to his people throughout 

the Bible—in the form of a thunderstorm, a man, a warrior, a 

chariot, etc.—he comes to a specific person for a specific  

purpose. And each of these temporary appearances— 

called theophanies—helps us to better understand who he is, 

anticipating his climactic, permanent self-revelation in the  

incarnation of Christ. Describing the various accounts of God’s 

visible presence from Genesis to Revelation, theologian Vern S. Poythress helps us 

consider more deeply what they reveal about who God is and how he dwells with 

us today. BS680.T45 POY (Auckland & Christchurch).  



Yong, A., (2017). The Hermeneutical Spirit : Theological  

Interpretation and Scriptural Imagination for the 21st Century. 

Eugene, OR,: Cascade Books. 

This volume builds on the author's previous work in theological 

method to suggest a pentecostal perspective on theological  

interpretation that is rooted in the conviction that all Christian 

reading of sacred Scripture is post-Pentecost, meaning after the 

Day of Pentecost outpouring of the Spirit on all flesh in  

anticipation of the coming reign of God. In that respect, such a 

pentecostal interpretative perspective is not parochially for those within the  

modern day movement bearing that name but is arguably apostolic in following  

after the scriptural imagination of the earliest disciples of Jesus the messiah and 

therefore has ecumenical and missional purchase across space and time. The  

Hermeneutical Spirit thus provides close readings of various texts across the  

scriptural canon as a model for Christian theological interpretation of Scripture 

suitable for the twenty-first-century global context. world. BS511.3 YON (Ebook). 

 

Thiselton, A.C., (2018). Introducing Theological Method : A Sur-

vey of Contemporary Theologians and Approaches. Grand Rapids, 

MI.: InterVarsity Press. 

Sound theological method is a necessary prerequisite for good 

theological work. This accessible introduction surveys  

contemporary theological methodology by presenting leading 

thinkers of the 20th and 21st centuries as models. The book  

presents the strengths and weaknesses in each of the major  

options. Rather than favoring one specific position, it helps  

students of theology think critically so they can understand and develop their own 

theological method. BL51 THI (Henderson & Christchurch).  
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