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Harcourt, M., Milligan, A., Wood, B., (2016). Teaching social 
studies for critical, active citizenship in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Wellington : NZCER Press.  
Social studies education plays a critical role in developing young 
people as active and engaged citizens in uncertain, complex 
times. This edited collection presents the latest research, ideas 
and practice in the social studies learning area in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. The writers challenge educators and policy makers to 
think deeply about the purpose of social studies and its 
transformative potential for citizenship education. They offer a 

direct challenge to the idea that social studies education is about preparing 
students to fit easily and uncritically into existing society - and suggest as 
alternative that social studies can support learners to critically navigate and take 
action in society during their time at school and in their futures. 

This book is essential reading for teachers working with the core social studies 
learning area for Years 1-10, as well as the optional subject and related social 
science subjects from Years 11-13. It will also be of interest to policy makers, 
government and resource developers  
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Poston-Anderson, B., (2012). Drama : learning connections in 
primary schools. South Melbourne, VIC : Oxford University 
Press. 
Written for both pre-service teachers and experienced teachers 
working within English and creative arts curricula, Drama 
encourages a view of drama as a learning tool as well as an art 
form. With its focus on evaluation and assessment within a 
practice framework, students learn how to develop an 
integrated drama programme, which is an invaluable basis for 
developing teaching and learning programmes in general. This 

new edition contains a wealth of activities for students, and is an invaluable tool 
for pre-service teachers well after they graduate and into their career.  
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Garvis, S., Philipson, S., Clarke, S., Harrison, L., 
McCormack, J., Pendergast, D., (2019). Child development 
and learning. Docklands, VIC : Oxford University Press. 
Integrating concepts of learning and development with a clear 
and engaging style, Child Development and Learning presents 
up-to-date research while offering practical applications that 
relate to readers’ personal and professional lives. This book 
takes a holistic focus to understanding child development, 
incorporating the age ranges from infancy to adolescence. 
Within each of the first five sections of the book there are 
four chapters based on chronological age, which look at the 

developmental stages within each domain. The sixth section provides an 
overview of how to plan for the five sections within the education system, from 
early childhood education and care through the primary school years and senior 
schooling. As a result, this allows for students to link theoretical concepts with 
practical strategies while providing examples of how to effectively program and 
plan for learning and development.  
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Milne, A., (2017). Colouring in the white spaces : reclaiming 
cultural identity in whitestream schools. New York, N. Y. : 
Peter Lang.  
This book examines the struggle against racial and cultural 
inequity in educational systems, presenting the case study of a 
New Zealand school and its community’s determination to resist 
alienating environments. If we look at an untouched child’s 
colouring book, for instance, we think of the pages as blank. But 
they’re not actually blank – each page is uniformly white, with 
lines established to dictate where colour is allowed to go. 

Children by this are taught about the place of colour and the importance of 
staying within pre-determined boundaries and expectations, reinforcing a system 
where the white background is considered the norm. To challenge such 
whitestreaming, this book offers the example of a community that defied and 
rejected this environment in favour of a culturally-located, bilingual learning 
model of education based on secure cultural identity, stable positive 
relationships, and aroha (authentic caring and love). This journey is juxtaposed 
against pervasive deficit-driven, whitestream explanations of inequity and 
purported “achievement gaps” of indigenous Māori and Pasifika students. This 
story chronicles the efforts of the Kia Aroha College community on its quest to 
step outside education’s “White spaces” to create a new space for learning and 
to reclaim educational sovereignty – where individuals have the absolute right to 
“be Māori,” to be who they are, in school.   
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Gregson, R., Doidge, N., (2018). Connecting with science 
education. Melbourne, VIC : Oxford University Press. 
Create. Innovate. Shape. Transform. Improve. Solve. Restore. 
Sustain. All of these things are possible with the aid of the 
powerful processes, knowledge and skills that students discover 
in this exciting new text about the technologies education area. 
Technologies Education for the Primary Years explains what 
‘technology’ really is, its role in human society and how it 
responds to different circumstances across history and 
geography. Students come to know that technology is both a 

distinct education area and a process that is embedded in many activities in 
other learning areas, rather than a product. Chapters discuss how this subject 
relates to other fields such as science and engineering, and the critical role that 
technologies education plays in preparing future generations of active, informed 
citizens. They also introduce key concepts and elements in teaching technologies 
to primary students, including: creativity and the design process; computational 
thinking; suitable pedagogical approaches; summative and formative assessment; 
safety; and how to carefully select and adapt appropriate resources to support 
effective learning.  
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Skamp, K., Preston, C., (2018). Teaching primary science 
constructively. South Melbourne, VIC : Cengage Learning 
Australia.  
Teaching Primary Science Constructively helps readers to 
create effective science learning experiences for primary 
students by using a constructivist approach to learning. 

Introductory chapters explain the principles of constructivism 
and their implications for learning and teaching. They also 
discuss core strategies for the development of science 
understanding and science inquiry processes and skills. An 
important new chapter assists readers to interpret the 

Australian Curriculum: Science with a constructivist mindset. Subsequent 
chapters then provide research-based ideas for implementing a constructivist 
approach within a number of content strands. 

This substantially revised edition incorporates recent research findings related to 
student learning, as well as teaching, from a constructivist perspective and 
highlights how teaching emphases have changed over the last few years.  
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Ashman, J., (2015). Education for inclusion and diversity. 
Melbourne, VIC : Pearson Australia. 
Education for Inclusion and Diversity continues to build on the 
concept of inclusive curriculum and the diversity of learning 
needs. Each edition has brought innovation, matching and 
extending developments in teaching practices and student 
learning. It provides the standard that other textbooks in the 
field use as their model for content and presentation. This 
Australian text gives students a broad understanding of the 
principles of inclusive education, and the ways in which 
teachers can accommodate the differing learning needs of their 
students. It has been written by experts in the field of inclusion 

and special needs education with the particular aim of teaching students how to 
apply the ideas that have been presented in each chapter. 
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Reynolds, R., (2018). Teaching humanities and social 
sciences in the primary school. Melbourne, VIC : Oxford 
University Press. 
Teaching Humanities and Social Sciences in the Primary School, 
fourth edition, provides a comprehensive overview of how to 
teach in the humanities and social sciences areas of the 
curriculum, while providing practical strategies and 
contemporary teaching techniques to take into the classroom. 
Addressing the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social 
Sciences, this text covers all four strands of the subject: History, 

Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and Economics and Business. The cross-
curriculum priorities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and 
cultures, Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia, and Sustainability are 
incorporated throughout each chapter. Teaching Humanities and Social Sciences 
in the Primary School is an easy to read, accessible text and continues to be a 
solid foundation for pre-service primary teachers in the humanities and social 
sciences.  
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Loreman, T., Deppeler, J., Harvey, D., (2011). Inclusive 
education : supporting diversity in the classroom. Crows 
Nest, N. S. W. : Allen & Unwin.  

Including students with different learning needs in regular 
classrooms is an ongoing challenge. This text draws on research 
on sound inclusive practice to provide a practical guide to 
working with primary and secondary students who require 
additional support for learning. The authors outline the 
principles behind educational diversity and inclusive practice, 
and discuss the range of different needs teachers can encounter 

in an inclusive classroom. They explain the practical issues involved in 
assessment, planning, and implementing inclusive curriculum and pedagogy. They 
also offer strategies for promoting positive social relationships. The emphasis is 
on ensuring that all students receive worthwhile educational experiences while 
learning together. This second edition has been fully revised to reflect current 
research and changes in the field. It more explicitly emphasises a process 
approach to school inclusion, applicable to all students, rather than focus on 
labels and categories often assigned to those with different learning needs. It 
includes enhanced coverage of professional learning communities as a means of 
providing more successful inclusion. 
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