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WHAT’S NEW IN YOUR LIBRARY? 



Kissi, Seth (2019). Wisdom, knowledge, and spirituality in self-

defense : a rhetorical exegetical study of 1 Corinthians 1-6. Eugene, 

OR : Wipf & Stock. 

Most of the challenges today’s church is experiencing were 

experienced by the early church in New Testament times. Knowing this 

makes it possible to handle the challenges of today more effectively 

and in a way in which perplexity gives way to sober and informed 

attitudes. This book brings to the fore the role human sentiments 

within relational and ministerial dynamics play in creating problems of 

strife, rivalry, and unhealthy competition among leaders and members of the church, and 

provides opportunity to reflect on how to stem such negative tendencies. The study 

reveals the coherence of Paul’s arguments in places where many existing commentaries 

find him digressing. Its focus on Paul’s rhetorical strategies and the Greek text helps to 

clarify a number of issues that remain puzzles in many commentaries. The book also 

highlights clues in Paul’s argument that indicate the direction, the interpretative frame, 

and the intended rhetorical effect of his arguments, avoiding the unhealthy imposition of 

general Pauline views on some statements in 1 Corinthians, as found in many books on 

the market. These, against insightful background in pluralism and complexity of wisdom, 

knowledge, oratory, persuasion, and inspiration, offer useful lenses that make Paul’s 

argument consistently and coherently meaningful.   

BS2676.52 KIS Henderson 

Barton, John (2019). The Bible : the basics. Abingdon, U. K. : 

Routledge. 

The Bible: The Basics is an accessible and engaging introduction to the 

Bible as both a sacred text, central to the faith of millions, and a classic 

work of Western literature, containing a tapestry of genres, voices, 

perspectives, and images. This guide skilfully addresses both aspects 

of the Bible's character by exploring : the rich variety of literary forms, 

from poetry to prophecy and epistles to apocalypses ; the historical, 

geographic, and social context of the Bible ; contemporary attitudes to 

the Bible held by believers and non-believers ; and the status of biblical interpretation 

today. The second edition has been updated throughout and includes maps and detailed 

suggestions for further reading. This is an ideal starting point for people of any faith, or 

none, who are studying the Bible in any setting or who simply want to know more about 

the best-selling book of all time.  

BS475.3 BAR Henderson & Christchurch 



Longman, Tremper (2019). Confronting Old Testament 

controversies : pressing questions about evolution, sexuality, 

history, and violence. Grand Rapids, MI : Baker Books. 

The Old Testament is rife with controversial passages and events 

that raise questions about its continued significance for today. Often 

our solutions have tended towards the extremes — ignore problem 

passages and pretend they don’t matter or obsess over them and 

treat them as though they are the only thing that matters. Longman 

address the four most controversial issues in the Old Testament —

creation and evolution, violence, historicity, and sexuality — offering 

a valuable resource for evaluating difficult topics in depth and 

responding as Christians. Pastors, leaders in the church, and thoughtful Christians will 

find here a well-reasoned and faithful approach to dealing with the Old Testament 

passages so many find disconcerting.  

BS1182.5 LON Henderson 

Evans, Rachel Held (2018). Inspired : slaying giants, walking on 

water, and loving the Bible again. Nashville, TN : Nelson Books.  

If the Bible isn't a science book or an instruction manual, then what is 

it? What do people mean when they say the Bible is inspired? When 

Rachel Held Evans found herself asking these questions, she began a 

quest to better understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be 

read. What she discovered changed her--and it will change you too. 

Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and using her well-honed 

literary expertise, Evans examines some of our favourite Bible stories 

and possible interpretations, retelling them through memoir, original 

poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and even a short screenplay. Undaunted by the Bible's 

most difficult passages, Evans wrestles through the process of doubting, imagining, and 

debating Scripture's mysteries. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a 

living, breathing, captivating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to join 

God's loving and redemptive work in the world.  

BS511.3 EVA Henderson, Manukau & Christchurch  



Duvall, J. Scott ; Hays, J. Daniel (2012). Living God’s word : 

discovering our place in the great story of Scripture. Grand Rapids, 

MI : Zondervan. 

Christians resolved to study the Bible more fervently often struggle 

to grasp the progression of Scripture as a whole, instead 

encountering various passages each week through unrelated 

readings, studies, and sermons. But once they see the Bible as a 

Great Story, they begin to see how their own lives fit into what God 

has done and is doing in the world. New Testament scholar J. Scott Duvall and Old 

Testament expert J. Daniel Hays wrote Living God’s Word to help Christians consider 

how their lives can be integrated into the story of the Bible, thus enabling them to live 

faithfully in deep and important ways. They survey the entire Bible through broad 

themes that trace the progression of God’s redemptive plan.   

BS605.3 DUV Henderson 

Brand, Paul ; Yancey, Philip (2019). Fearfully and wonderfully : the 

marvel of bearing God’s image. Downers Grove, IL : Intervarsity 

Press. 

The human body holds endlessly fascinating secrets. The resilience of 

skin, the strength and structure of the bones, the dynamic balance of 

the muscles―your physical being is knit according to a pattern of 

stunning purpose. Join renowned leprosy surgeon Dr. Paul Brand and 

bestselling writer Philip Yancey on a remarkable journey through inner 

space―a spellbinding account of medical intervention, pain and 

healing, and the courage of humanity. Discover here the eternal truths revealed by our 

seemingly ordinary existence. The human body is a window into the very structure of 

God's creation and a testament to God's glory.  

BV600.3 BRA Christchurch 



Keesmaat, Sylvia C. ; Walsh, Brian J. (2019). Romans disarmed: 
resisting empire, demanding justice. Grand Rapids, MI : Brazos 
Press. 
Globalization. Homelessness. Ecological and economic crisis. Conflicts 
over sexuality. Violence. These crisis-level issues may seem unique to 
our times, but Paul's Letter to the Romans has something to say to all 
of them. Following their successful Colossians Remixed, Sylvia 
Keesmaat and Brian Walsh unpack the meaning of Romans for its 
original context and for today. The authors demonstrate how Romans 
disarms the political, economic, and cultural power of the Roman 
Empire and how this ancient letter offers hope in today's crisis-laden 

world. Romans Disarmed helps readers enter the world of ancient Rome and see how 
Paul's most radical letter transforms the lives of the marginalised then and now. 
Intentionally avoiding abstract debates about Paul's theology, Keesmaat and Walsh move 
back and forth between the present and the past as they explore themes of home, 
economic justice, creation care, the violence of the state, sexuality, and Indigenous 
reconciliation. They show how Romans engages with the lived reality of those who suffer 
from injustice, both in the first century and in the midst of our own imperial realities.  

BS2665.52 KEE Christchurch 

Mercadante, Linda A. (2014). Belief without borders : inside the 

minds of the spiritual but not religious. New York, NY : Oxford 

University Press. 

The last twenty years have seen a dramatic increase in "nones": 

people who do not claim any religious affiliation. These "nones" now 

outnumber even the largest Protestant denominations in America. 

They are not to be confused with secularists, however, as many of 

them identify themselves as "spiritual but not religious" (SBNR). The 

response to this dramatic change in American religion has been 

amazingly mixed. While social scientists have been busy counting and categorizing them, 

the public has swung between derision and adulation. Some complain "nones" are simply 

shallow dilettantes, narcissistically concerned with their own inner world. Others hail 

them as spiritual giants, and ground-breaking pioneers. Rarely, however, have these 

"nones" been asked to explain their own views, beliefs, and experiences. Belief without 

Borders, finally gives these individuals a chance to speak for themselves. Mercadante 

presents SBNRs' stories, shows how they analyse their spiritual journeys, and explains 

why they reject the claims of organized religion. She reveals the unexpected, emerging 

latent theology within this group, including the interviewees' creative concepts of divine 

transcendence, life after death, human nature, and community.   

BL624 MER Henderson 
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